Making their voice heard

By Darren Ridalay

Wewver before in histary has soclety been more diverse, includ-
ing among its members peopla from s wide array of cultural,
ractal, and socio-economit backgrounds. The question of how 1o
secommodate all those varied peoples may be antong the great-
est challenges of our time.

‘The tople of Inclusiveness was the focus of a special gather-
ing hosted by the Interlake School Divislon {]Sﬁg in collabora-
ton with the Manhoba Councll for International Cooperation
{$4CIC) ddded * Gonerting Momentum for Qur Workd: Suudent
Voice Workshop!

“The workshop, held MNov, 9 at Oak Harmanoek Marsh Interpre-
tive Centre, saw Teulon, Stenewall and Warren Collegiates each
send 24 students to anend, where they spent the day discuss-
ing topicy relating to inclusiveness and how they might provide
a more inclusive envitonment in thedir mwn schools,

“The purposs of the workshop 3 to encourage students to
censider how some groups in their schools and sotiety may be
exciuded, and how the students themselves can take action as
young leaders (o promote inclusion and acceptance,” reads a
press release about the workshop sent out by MCIC.

The workshop ran for much of the day, stardng ataround :3¢
a.m. and running until 2:30 poo, Durdeg the day, students ran
through three “circult sessions” where they were divided into
graups and ask to develop 3 presentation on how they might
combat certain forms of exclusiveness or intolerance in thelr
schools. Toples during the morning presentation included things
like showing greater respect wards wormen in school and being
sensitive about the use of tenms relating to mental handlcaps as
insults, since those words can be deeply hurtful to those whe
actually live with such conditions.

Later on in the day, students had the opportunity to attend
sperial workshops where they could work on creating certain
forms of media, Hke video public service announcements.

Ernily $imeoe, 2 Grade 11 student from Teulon Colleglate, is

inwolved with her schools Teens Against Drank Driving (TADD)
gredag, its yem{msﬁz and sacial committees and its Youth In Phi-
lanthre

She {mogd the Arg;zs during the morning that she was enfoving
the group discussion portion of the day, working with her peers
“10 see thely Input an gu o we can change things in our school”

Qe of her own goals 12 10 get more siudents, and also more
boys e general, involved in the student groups at her school,
whith she says are mostly femnale and nsually consist of the same
students over and over again,

At my schaol, for the stadent leadersiip, it's mosthy just girls,
there's very few guys,” Simeoe says.

“{Getting) mare people, i § just seems (o be the same people
over and over in every group.”

She thinks she may oy to solve that problem by adversising
the groups more, visiting classrooms to talk to her pesrs about
the work all the school’s different groups are doing.

Chrletine Penner, assistant superintendant for the I1SD, says
the division’s students have hed shmilar opportunides in the

ng patt in other workshops where they've

“We do a high school student volee forum ance a year” Pen-
ner 8y,

*Wgah;a have By Volee),. and that’s a representation of mid-
dle yetrs students... those dudents meet thres times g year”

Penner says the workshops help to educate students and also
provide them with the Inspiration they may nesd to go forward
andd work toward improving life for their peers.

*1 think what these confersnces do is educates, empowers
wndd engages them, and motivates then to go back to school and
make g change”

Ag the 18Doworked with MCIC to develop

The Stomewalt Argus » Thursday, November 17,2011 9

by Darren Ridgley
(L-R} Kyra Lylg, $iacey Schott and Cole Janks.

the workshop, they decided on its theme
because working toward greater inclusive-
ness in schools is one of the 18D goals.

*We talked about posaible toples (with the
MCIC), and inclusion, being one of our pri-
orities, Is very relevant to all of our students”
Penner says,

1oral’s ¢
business shot

By Amantda Lsﬂey

“Ihe second-ever Balmoral Busi-
ness Showcase will be taking place
at the Community Hall Nov, 20
froms 1-4 pams ‘

“It’s for srmall home-based busi-
nesges, just 1o showease what
they've gotto offer]” satd Bev Wals,
president of the hall board,

‘Wait said the Hall first tried the
idea last year but unformunately
there was a large storm which
effected the stiendance at the
event.

She further explained the idea
for the Business Showcase, which
has numerous local vendors in
ong location {or comumunity shop-
pars, came from the nterest in how
many vendors wanted o setup at
Bakmoral Days.

The Hall did a “trail run”® of
the event last year, to see how I
would go over it he community,

said Whait, Despite the low avend-
ance Wait satd the businesses were
pleased and interested In return-

%We had a teial run last year
Unfortunately the weekend thet
it was on there was » storm so
we didn't have as many people
through the door as we'd hoped,
explained Walt. “But most of the
businesses were pleased with the
interest in what they're providing”

Walt sald the Business Show-
cuse Is a “shop eosdy, shop in com-
fort” wpe of event, referring to holl-
diy shopping. She explained many
of the vendors have their new Hnes
ot for Christmas at this time of
year and people are starting fo do
thelir hollday gift shopping. Wait
also said the event is very relaxed
and casual, the exact opposite of
mall shopping during the bolidays,

“Alovof dem will have thelrnew
Chrtstmas product line outand so
we're sart of billing it as, shop cardy
and shop in comifor,” said Wait.

“it's a nive cosual, refuxing day,

-
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There is ne entry fee {or the
event and Wait said there are ven-
dors there selling everything from
honey, to massages, Tupperware,
10 jewelry. She sald thete b some-
thing for everyone.

"gmm is pretty much something
for everybody,” sald Walt. "There’s
everything from children’s toys, like
hobby horses and things Bke that,
to whatever”

S0 far there are about 15 vendars
signed up for the Business Show-
case, The event will also have cof-
fere, ton and cheese cake for sale
anid a brown bag auction will also
e 562 Up, sakd Wakt,

For more information contact
Walt at {204) 4678821 or email
waltkbagimymisnet,
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