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2016 International Development Week
International Development Week (IDW) will be
held February 7-13, 2016. The theme for this
national week of activities will be We Are Making
a Difference. In Manitoba, IDW will extend into the
Building Momentum: 4th Annual Fair Trade
Conference, which you can read more about
below. Email us if you are planning an IDW event
so we can help you promote it, and read more
about IDW on our website.

Opportunity for Youth aged 14-24 to
Participate in Spoken Word Project
If you have a gift for the spoken word and a
passion for international development, consider
this unique opportunity. Four to six youth (aged
14-24) will be selected to participate in MCIC’s

Advocate of
sustainable
development Maurice
Strong passes away at
age 86
Maurice F. Strong, a
tireless advocate of
sustainable development,
passed away recently at
the age of 86. Born in the
small town of Oak Lake,
Manitoba, Strong was a
child of a poor family
during the Great
Depression. He later said
his childhood experiences

Spoken Word where they will learn about issues
related to international development from
professionals, collaborate with a professional
spoken word artist, record with a professional
videographer, and perform in front of two live
audiences. These performances will kick off
International Development Week (IDW) in
February 2016 and bring a youth voice to
Canada’s 4th Annual Fair Trade Conference.
Selected artists must be available to meet four
times between January and February. Apply
online. Applications due December 15, 2015. For
more information, contact Elyse at pe@mcic.ca.

4th Annual Fair Trade Conference
The Canadian Fair Trade Network (CFTN) and
MCIC are proud to host Canada’s 4th Annual Fair
Trade Conference, Feb. 18-20, 2016, in
Winnipeg. The event will bring together delegates
from across the movement to create new
partnerships and further the impact of fair trade.
This year’s conference will build upon foundations
laid in Calgary (2013), Toronto (2014) and
Montreal (2015). As awareness and support for
fair trade grows, this conference has become a
key event for leaders to connect, share and learn.

contributed to his socialist
ideology. He was a
Canadian businessman in
oil and minerals, and
became the first head of
Petro-Canada. He went
on to represent Canada
as Under-Secretary
General of the United
Nations. Strong was well
known for putting the
environment on the
international agenda, and
organized the Rio Earth
Summits in 1992 — a
precursor to the United
Nations climate change
conference (COP21) in
Paris. Considered
visionary in his lifelong
pursuits to further the
environmental movement,
Strong was the recipient
of many prestigious
awards including the
Order of Canada.
In his memory, the
President-CEO of the
International Institute for
Sustainable Development
(IISD) Scott
Vaughan; David Runnalls,
IISD President (19982010); and Arthur
Hanson, IISD President

There will be international speakers from
Guatemala, Tanzania, and South Africa, as well
as a Fair Trade Fair. Visit the Conference website
for more information and to register.

Responding to the Refugee Crisis in Syria
In response to the refugee crisis in Syria, the
Government of Manitoba has provided MCIC with
$200,000 in Special Relief and Rehabilitation
funds. The funds have been allocated to four
overseas projects for displaced refugees. The
projects by Mennonite Central Committee (MCC)
Canada, Canadian Lutheran World Relief
(CLWR), and UNICEF Canada will offer lifesaving
humanitarian support and meet the educational
needs of children in the region. The project details
are posted on the MCIC website.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau issued mandate
letters shortly after he was elected. See more
below:

Minister of Foreign Affairs Mandate Letter
In his letter to the Honourable Stéphane Dion,
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau outlined the top
priorities for Foreign Affairs Trade, Development
Canada (now known as Global Affairs Canada).
The priorities include making Canada a leader of
international efforts to combat climate change;
increasing Canada’s support for United Nations
peace operations and its mediation, conflictprevention, and post-conflict reconstruction
efforts; and championing the values of inclusive

(1991-98), each issued
statements in his memory.
Related links:
Maurice Strong:
Environmental
movement loses a
founding father The Globe and Mail,
Nov. 30, 2015
Maurice Strong,
climate and
development
pioneer, dead at 86
– The Associated
Press, Nov. 28,
2015

Webinar: You are the
Good in Humanity
Thursday, Dec. 10 - 11:00
AM - 12:00 noon & 7:00
PM - 8:00 PM
ONLINE - Free
Discover how Cuso
International is working to
alleviate poverty and
inequality while building
better and more inclusive
societies, how

and accountable governance, peaceful pluralism
and respect for diversity, and human rights
including the rights of women and refugees. Read
the full letter.

Minister of International Development and
La Francoponie Mandate Letter
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau called for a
commitment to provide humanitarian assistance
to help reduce poverty and inequality in the world
in his mandate letter to the Honourable MarieClaude Bibeau. Among the priorities outlined
were:
Supporting the implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development;
Ensuring that Canada’s development focus
on Maternal, Newborn and Child Health is
driven by evidence and outcomes;
Making Canada a leader in development
innovation and effectiveness; and
Providing assistance to countries that are
vulnerable to the destabilizing effects of
climate change.
Read the full letter.

World AIDS Day
A key message delivered by the Honourable
Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of International
Development and La Francophonie, on World
AIDS Day, Dec. 1 was that as Canada works to

volunteering supports the
UN Sustainable
Development Goals, and
how to get started as a
volunteer. This is a
unique opportunity to
share in the discussion
towards the achievement
of more sustainable and
inclusive societies
through skilled
volunteers. Register
online.

DFATD Renamed
The Department of
Foreign Affairs, Trade
and Development
Canada (DFATD) has
been renamed Global
Affairs Canada. The
department’s name was
one of several changed
under the new Liberal
leadership. Read more.

Manitoba Introduces
Plan to Address
Climate Change

support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, it will continue to
support the poorest and most vulnerable,
including the millions of people living with
HIV/AIDS. Read the full World AIDS Day
statement.

Universal Children’s Day
On Universal Children’s Day, Nov. 20, the
Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of
International Development and La Francophonie,
reaffirmed Canada’s commitment to girls and
boys around the world. “Children should grow up
in an environment free from discrimination and
exploitation where they have access to education,
health care and proper nutrition, as well as
opportunities to play,” she stated. Read the full
statement.

A comprehensive plan to
fight climate change and
protect the environment,
while creating green jobs
and building a sustainable
economy has been
released by Manitoba
Premier Greg Selinger.
The new plan will work to
drive innovation in the
transportation and
agriculture sectors,
assess local climatechange risks and develop
solutions, expand work to
combat climate change
through new community
partnerships and advance
innovative energy
projects in local
communities in order to
continue to grow the
green economy and
create green jobs. Read
More

Job Opportunity
Development and Peace
is seeking to fill a
temporary part-time (7-14
hours/week) Youth
Ambassador student
position for the In-Canada
Programs Department in

Winnipeg. Deadline for
applications December 3,
2015. Read more.

Program undertaken with the financial support of the Government of Canada provided through Foreign Affairs,
Trade and Development Canada (DFATD)
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